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February 2026

National Science Day Celebrated at IISER Kolkata on 27th February 2026

This special occasion was observed as an Open Day, welcoming students from various schools, colleges, institutes, and
universities for a day of scientific discovery and inspiration. Around 700 school students visited the research exhibits and
laboratories during the Open Day.
We were honoured to welcome Prof. Suman Chakraborty, Director of Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur, as the Chief
Guest. He delivered a popular science talk titled “Science Without Walls: Convergent Research for a Living, Complex and
Transforming World.”
We were also privileged to have Swami Atmapriyananda, Pro-Chancellor of Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda Educational and
Research Institute, as the Guest of Honour. He delivered a talk titled “The Wonder of Science.”
We were further honoured to have Narayanan Chakrabarty as a Guest of Honour. Prof. Narayanan Chakrabarty is a recipient of
the Padma Shri for the year 2024.
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Institute Colloquium by Prof. Max Martin Hansmann

Celebration of International Day of Women and Girls in Science

Indian Institute of Science Education and Research (IISER) Kolkata marked the
International Day of Women and Girls in Science with compelling lectures by Prof.
Srimonti Sarkar (Bose Institute) and Prof. Debashree Ghosh (IACS). Chaired by Dr.
Parna Gupta and Dr. Susmita Roy, the programme witnessed enthusiastic participation
from girl students of neighbouring schools, accompanied by their teachers which lent
the afternoon its true purpose. The occasion quietly reaffirmed IISER Kolkata’s
commitment to nurturing future women scientists.

IISER Kolkata hosted an Institute Colloquium
on February 3, 2026, delivered by Prof. Max
Martin Hansmann (TU Dortmund University,
Faculty of Chemistry and Chemical Biology,
Organic Chemistry).
His talk, “A Journey from Reactive
Intermediates to Novel Reagents for Organic
Synthesis,” offered fascinating insights into
cutting-edge developments in organic chemistry
and advanced synthetic methodologies.

FACS Service Kamp 2026: Elevating Research Excellence at IISER Kolkata

We are happy to share that BD Biosciences India successfully
organized a 2 day workshop, ‘Service KAMP – Elevating
Experiences 2026’ on February 5th and 6th at IISER Kolkata.
Recognizing the exceptional quality of research and the
presence of high-end, cutting-edge flow cytometry/cell sorter
instrumentation, BD Biosciences selected IISER Kolkata as the
exclusive venue for this initiative in Eastern India. The event
centered around the Flow Cytometry facility which is under CIF
and managed by Mr. Tamal Ghosh under the supervision of
Faculty-in-Charge Prof. Malancha Ta, Department of Biological
Sciences . 



The program served as an open platform for networking and
high-level knowledge sharing. By bridging the gap between
service experts and researchers, the initiative ensured that users
are empowered to maximize instrument uptime and maintain
seamless, trouble-free operations. In addition to internal
participants of IISER Kolkata, the workshop welcomed scholars
from other organizations, including Kalyani University, NIBMG,
and IIT Indore, making it a truly inter-institutional success.
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Ek Pehal and Aid For All Inspire Young Learners Through Science Outreach

Ek Pehal, the student-led outreach initiative of IISER Kolkata,
organised a collaborative science outreach program with
AidForAll at Jhalak School, Baruipur, on February 1, 2026. The
program engaged around 50 students through interactive science
demonstrations, creative art sessions, and games. Activities such
as water rocketry, optics, acids and bases, and Archimedes’
principle introduced scientific ideas in a hands-on and accessible
manner. Art-based sessions including origami, perception painting,
and bracelet making encouraged creativity and teamwork. The
sessions were designed to promote learning through play and
simple experiments. Volunteers also interacted with students to
discuss career possibilities and future aspirations. The children
participated with great enthusiasm and curiosity throughout the
day. Teachers and students expressed positive feedback and a
desire for more such visits. This program marked a meaningful
first step in the Ek Pehal-AidForAll collaboration, with hopes for
many more such initiatives ahead.

Celebrating Cultural Diversity at IISER Kolkata

The festival of Basant Panchami at IISER Kolkata demonstrated
the sense of friendliness, faith, and community life on the campus.
The beginning of the day involved the worship of Maa Saraswati
through a puja in the presence of all the students who had dressed
in traditional attire to pay respect to her, thus creating a calm and
meditative atmosphere. All those present came together through
the pushpanjali, generating a shared moment of prayer and
gratitude, resulting in collectively belonging to the IISER K
family. 

After the puja, it was time for Mahabhoj, the eagerly anticipated
community lunch. Students, faculty, and staff were able to sit
together and share food, laughter, and conversation. In this way,
Mahabhoj served not only as an opportunity to share food but also
to demonstrate the close connection between all members of the
IISER K family. Following Mahabhoj, the students entertained
everyone with a Cultural Evening filled with music, dances, and
performances, showcasing their creativity and energy, turning the
campus into an artistic and youthful celebration. 
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The activities held during Basant Panchami had a much
deeper meaning than just being fun. For the new students,
they created a sense of belonging and welcomed them to the
IISER K family. For everyone else, they provided a much-
needed break from academic pressure and strengthened
friendships across years and departments. For one day,
laboratories and classrooms were replaced by tradition, art,
and connecting with each other as human beings. 

As the flowers wilt and the lights went out on various
performances, the most important thing about having Basanta
Panchami at IISER Kolkata is that it is not only an event but also
a way for everyone to come together and create memories with
one another. With these types of events, and others throughout
the year, the campus has many great memories and is very much
looking forward to creating more memories and having fun
together next year.
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Celebration of Department of Chemical Science Day (DCS Day)

The 10  DCS day was held on Wednesday, 28.01.2026 in R. N.
Tagore auditorium, IISER Kolkata. There were 525 participants
including Bs-MS students, MSc Chemistry students, MSc
Sustainability students, PhD students, post-doctorate researchers,
Ramanujan faculty fellow, Inspire faculty fellows, faculty
members, staff members and  alumni members joined in person.
Prof. Souvik Maiti, Director, IGIB, Delhi and Prof. Debasish
Haldar, HOD, DCS, IISER Kolkata has inaugurated the program
and addressed the gathering. 

th

Dr. Arpita Paikar, PhD student of Prof. Debasish Haldar DCS,
IISER Kolkata, presently Scientist,  at FTSI, TCG CREST,
Kolkata has delivered a lecture as eminent DCS alumni member
for Industry excellence. 

Dr. Satyadeep Waiba, PhD student of Prof. Biplab Maji DCS,
IISER Kolkata, presently Assistant Professor at IIT Bombay also
delivered a lecture as eminent DCS alumni member for academic
excellence. 

In this occasion, DCS, IISER Kolkata felicitated Prof. Dibyendu
Das for receiving Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar, Vigyan Yuva S. S.
Bhatnagar award 2025 for outstanding contributions in chemical
sciences. 

There was 16 mind blowing invited talks delivered  by DCS
students and faculty members. There was also a poster session
with 60 exciting posters presented by the DCS research students to
showcase the outstanding research output of DCS. 

The participants gave a standing ovation for 78 Nature Index
publications in 2025 that help DCS, IISER Kolkata to become the
No. 1 in chemistry in India. The first authors (DCS research
students) of these Nature Index journal publications were awarded
Rs. 10,000 for this incredible achievement. 
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CONVERGENCE 2026

The Department of Earth Sciences (DES), IISER Kolkata celebrated its annual Department Day, CONVERGENCE 2026, on
February 27, 2026. This event aims to foster engaging interaction among students, research scholars and scientists through
talks, poster presentations and a cultural program. The program was inaugurated by DES chair Prof. Sujata Ray. The Oral and
Poster session was categorized in three domains namely: Solid Earth, Surface Processes and Environmental Sciences. Three
external experts in these fields: Prof. Rajneesh Bhutani, (Department of Earth Sciences, Pondicherry University), Dr. Indra
Sekhar Sen (Department of Earth Sciences, IIT Kanpur), and Dr. N Anand (School of Earth and Environmental and
Sustainability Sciences, IISER Thiruvananthapuram) presented there work followed by the presentations from the research
scholars of the Department. The research scholars and graduate students from DES showcased their original work through
poster presentations, which were well appreciated by the external experts. The program was concluded by prize distribution,
cultural program and vote of thanks by the DES chair.

Department of Physical Science Day (DPS Day)

The Department of Earth Sciences (DES), IISER Kolkata celebrated its
annual Department Day, CONVERGENCE 2026, on February 27, 2026. This
event aims to foster engaging interaction among students, research scholars
and scientists through talks, poster presentations and a cultural program. The
program was inaugurated by DES chair Prof. Sujata Ray. The Oral and Poster
session was categorized in three domains namely: Solid Earth, Surface
Processes and Environmental Sciences. Three external experts in these fields:
Prof. Rajneesh Bhutani, (Department of Earth Sciences, Pondicherry
University), Dr. Indra Sekhar Sen (Department of Earth Sciences, IIT
Kanpur), and Dr. N Anand (School of Earth and Environmental and
Sustainability Sciences, IISER Thiruvananthapuram) presented there work
followed by the presentations from the research scholars of the Department.
The research scholars and graduate students from DES showcased their
original work through poster presentations, which were well appreciated by
the external experts. The program was concluded by prize distribution,
cultural program and vote of thanks by the DES chair.
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Vigyan Pratibha - Northeast Teachers Workshop 

Vigyan Pratibha Regional Centre at IISER Kolkata organised
the first Teachers' Workshop for teachers from the Northeastern
states at Assam University, Silchar, from 2nd to 6th February
2026, in collaboration with Dr. Utpal Sarkar, Associate
Professor, Department of Physics, Assam University. A total of
75 teachers from Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan, Navodaya
Vidyalaya Samiti, and the Assam State Board participated in
the workshop, representing almost all the states of Northeast
India. The Honourable Vice-Chancellor of Assam University,
Prof. Rajiv Mohan Pant, graced the inaugural ceremony in the
presence of other dignitaries from Assam University. On behalf
of Vigyan Pratibha and IISER Kolkata, Prof. Anindita Bhadra
and Prof. Ayan Banerjee addressed the inaugural session. They
were joined by Prof. Ananda Dasgupta, Prof. Rajesh Kumar
Nayek, and Prof. Kaushik Dutta from IISER Kolkata, Dr.
Anubendu Adhikari from IIT Kharagpur, and Prof. Soumen
Manna from SINP Kolkata and resource persons from other
regional centres of Vigyan Pratibha. Together, they facilitated
the Vigyan Pratibha Learning Units for the teachers,
introducing modern teaching tools that go beyond conventional
textbook-based learning. 

Prof. Soumitra Banerjee, former Director of IISER Kolkata,
delivered a plenary talk highlighting the importance of
inculcating scientific temper among students. The week-
long activities on Vigyan Pratibha–associated pedagogies
concluded with a plenary talk by eminent science educator
Prof. Dilip Kanhere, distinguished professor University of
Pune, discussed effective techniques for making science
teaching engaging, interactive, and hands-on.
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Alumni Accolades

We are glad to share that, Dr. Mani Gupta, a recent graduate from Prof. Supratim Datta's group in
the Department of Biological Sciences has been awarded the highly competitive Marie
Skłodowska-Curie Postdoctoral Fellowship (MSCA-PF).
He'll be taking his research on synthetic biology and metabolic engineering to the next level at
Imperial College London. Congratulations, Dr. Gupta!

Dr. Aniket Choudhary, the recent Ph.D. graduate from Prof. Gopala Krishna Darbha's group, has
been awarded the most prestigious and competitive Marie Skłodowska-Curie Postdoctoral
Fellowship to work at Imperial College London.

We are glad to share that Dr Gaurab Ghosh who did his PhD under the supervision of Prof. Mohit Prasad of Department of
Biological Sciences, is one of recipient of the TNQ Inspiring Science Award 2026. 
The TNQ Inspiring Science Awards (ISA) 2026 recognize the best published life sciences research paper by a student or
postdoc in India. He was recognized for his PhD work that was recently published in Journal of Cell Biology (Rockefeller
University Press).
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Seminars, lectures & Colloquia
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[Dr Sunil Chandra Bose Memorial Lectu] Dr. Amita
Aggrawal (AIIMS, BIbinagar , Hyderabad), Date: Monday,
Feb 02, 2026.

[DMS Seminar] Sabyasachi Mukherjee (Faculty, TIFR
Mumbai) -- Fatou-Sullivan dictionary, Schwarz reflections,
and algebraic correspondences, Date: Monday, Feb 02,
2026.

[DMS Seminar] Sabyasachi Mukherjee (Faculty, TIFR
Mumbai) -- Fatou-Sullivan dictionary, Schwarz reflections,
and algebraic correspondences, Date: Tuesday, Feb 03,
2026.

[DCS Visitors Seminar] Prof Max Hansmann (Un.
Dortmund), Date:Tuesday, Feb 03, 2026.

[DCS Visitor's Seminar] Prof. H. Ila (Hindustan Lever
Chair Professor of JNCASR Bangalore), Date: Tuesday,
Feb 03, 2026.

[DPS Colloquium] Prof. Pinaki Majumdar (HRI,
Allahabad) -- Many body physics in a nanohybrid, Date:
Wednesday, Feb 04, 2026.

[DMS Seminar] Rishideep Roy (Faculty, University of
Essex) -- How fast do rumours spread?, Date: Wednesday,
Feb 04, 2026.

[DBS Seminar] Prof. Supreet Saini (IIT Bombay) -- DBS
Seminar, Date:Wednesday, Feb 04, 2026.

[DMS Seminar] Sabyasachi Mukherjee (Faculty, TIFR
Mumbai) -- Fatou-Sullivan dictionary, Schwarz reflections,
and algebraic correspondences, Date:Thursday, Feb 05,
2026.

[DPS Seminar] Dr. K. D. Mallikarjuna Rao (Indian
Association for the Cultivation of Science (IACS), Kolkata)
-- Fabrication Strategies for Nano-Micro Architectures for
Next-Generation Optoelectronics, Date:Wednesday, Feb 11,
2026.

[DBS Seminar] Dr. Srabanti Ghosh, Ph.D (CSIR – Central
Glass and Ceramic Research Institute, Kolkata) --
Nanoengineered Polymeric Antimicrobials for Effective
Control of Resistant Bacteria and Biofilm Removal,
Date:Wednesday, Feb 11, 2026.

[SPIE Seminar] Dr. N. Narinder, Date: Thursday, Feb 12, 2026.

[DBS Seminar] Prof. Dipankar Nandi (IISc Bangalore) -- DBS
Seminar, Date:Tuesday, Feb 24, 2026.

[DPS Seminar] Dr. Sumanta Chakraborty (Indian Association
for the Cultivation of Science (IACS)) -- Love is in the air
Date: Wednesday, Feb 25, 2026.

[DMS Topology and Geometry Seminar] Dr. Sujoy Mukherjee -
- Algebraic invariants of knots and links, Date: Wednesday, Feb
25, 2026.

[DBS seminar] Dr. Amitabha Majumdar (National Centre for
Cell Science, Pune) -- Nuclear condensates drive transcription
regulation associated with eye development, Date:Wednesday,
Feb 25, 2026.

[DPS Seminar] Dr. Pratap Chandra Adak (The City College of
New York,New York) -- Spin-light-matter interactions in a van
der Waals magnetic semiconductor, Date: Friday, Feb 27, 2026.

Connect with us on Social Media

Seminars and Colloquia
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